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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The applicant has added claims 15-23. Claims 8-23 are currently pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/6/2008 have been fully considered but they are moot 
The applicant's second argument that there is no motivation to combine Starkovich with 
operating in a vehicle completely ignores the broad nature of the claims and brings up the 
question of intended use in the preamble. The claims mention a vehicle in the preamble and the 
rest of the limitations of the claims have no bearing on the structure being associated with a 
vehicle. The applicant's disclosure states that the only relation the claimed device has to the 
vehicle is that it is "in the vehicle". The preamble only deals with the intended use of the 
gateway and is therefore not a limitation. See MPEP section 21 1 1 .02 (II) entitled "Effect of 
Preamble - "II Preamble Statements Reciting Purpose or Intended Use". Therefore the 
applicant's arguments against motivation are moot as the new rejections are based on 35 USC 
section 102. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
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international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 8-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Number 7,152,094 to Jannu et al. 

As to claim 8, Jannu teaches a device for connecting subnets, comprising: a gateway unit 
configured to connect at least two subsystems, wherein the gateway unit is made of at least one 
modular software gateway, which routes messages between only two subnets (Figure 1 and col. 
1, lines 38-58, each connection 101-1 15 is considered a modular software gateway). 

As to claim 9, Jannu teaches a device wherein at least three subnets are connected to the 
gateway unit, the gateway unit including a plurality of modular software gateways, each of the 
modular software gateways routing messages between only two subsystems (Figure 1 and col. 1, 
lines 38-58). 

As to claim 10, Jannu teaches a device further comprising: bus-specific receiving objects 
configured to relay incoming messages to selected software gateways, the bus-specific receiving 
objects being provided for each subnet (the applicant's specification provides no definition for a 
"bus-specific receiving object". The prior art described by Jannu clearly is able to relay 
incoming messages to selected gateways because it would be ridiculous for to send a message 
from application 128 to application 120 if the message was intended for application 122). 

As to claim 11, Jannu teaches a device wherein the receiving objects including routing 
tables in which a treatment of incoming messages is configured (the applicant does not disclose 
any limiting details on a "routing table" and the prior art described by Jannu is clearly able to 
route messages). 
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As to claim 12, Jannu teaches a device further comprising: bus-specific transmitting 
objects configured to monitor access to a particular bus, for each subnet (Figure 1 and col. 1, 
lines 38-58). 

As to claim 13, Jannu teaches a device wherein the modular software gateway is 
configured to buffer incoming messages and perform protocol-specific adaptations (col. 1, lines 
51-54). 

As to claims 14-23, these limitations are shown in the rejections of the preceding claims. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DOUGLAS B. BLAIR whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3893. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Douglas B Blair/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2442 



